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MATCHING SOCKS
I thought today was going to be a day
like so many others. After my wife
washes and dries the clothes, being the
liberated man I am, I help her by
matching the socks. Not only am I proud
of myself, I actually enjoy it. It’s like
putting together a puzzle.
There are those days, however, when you
end up with a sock that doesn’t match. In
fact, I had two that hadn’t matched for
weeks tucked away in my dresser drawer.
Today I was coming to the end of my
match making, with only two left and
feeling very good about how all the socks
had cooperated with me, I let out with a,
“Oh, heck, they don’t match!” So, I went
through all the others thinking maybe I had
made a mistake. “Dog-gone- it!” now I
have two more unmatched socks. Then I
thought of the socks tucked away in my
drawer.
Lo
and
behold,
they
matched…hallelujah!
Now, why would I get so excited over
socks?
If they don’t match and it
frustrates me, just throw them away. It
must be the Holy Spirit in me that drives
me to want to see matches made. I don’t

have a sock fetish, but I do have a people
fetish. People not being together and
working together, people who feel they
don’t need other people or to live in
community is the opposite of God’s
intention for us. No one should be tucked
away from family, friends and community.
This is where the church with a focus on
evangelism can be the difference maker.
We cannot wait for people to come to us.
We must go to them, befriend them, invite
them and show them we have a perfect
match for them ~ the love of God and a
caring community. The doors of the
church are open to all people, but our
primary reason for being is to reach out to
the lost, the lonely, the stranger - the
unmatched.
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Financially Speaking ~

From the Board of Directors:
As we prepare to print the budget for 2013 in this issue of The Call we want to talk about the state of
Kimball’s ministry. Yes, he is 73 and while most ministers his age have retired or are looking forward to
doing so, Kimball is not. Because he is on a special appointment (ABLC) to do this ministry of evangelism,
he is not required as pastors in local churches are to retire at 72. Our former bishop, Bishop Swenson, one
of Kimball’s seminary classmates, commented to him at her retirement celebration ~”Kimball, we began our
journey together in seminary, graduated and took our first full time appointments the same year ~ and here
we are today ~ I’m retiring and you are not - but you don’t have to and you probably never will!” She knew
him well and his passion and love for what he does with this ministry. As long as his health remains strong,
he will be moving and doing the work God continues to call him to do.
Many of you have been circuit riding with us through these 34 years. You’ve worried about him, you
celebrated with him, you’ve hung in with him and you’ve given him encouragement when he needed it and
praise when he deserved it. Most of all, you have loved Kimball and believed God is still calling him, with
Pam by his side, and using them for the work of evangelism and His Church.
The Lord has provided for their needs and given them gifts and graces for the work of ministry. They have
been faithful with the love and help of their family and friends like you. While it is true that we have never
met our budget and have to leave some dreams for another year ~ we do stay true to our pledge to you that
we will never spend more than we receive. The Coburn’s live simply and are grateful for what they have.
In 2012 we fell short of our Budget of $ 87,850 by $25,066. The Coburn’s withheld three month’s of
Kimball’s paychecks (without our knowledge) so that all of our bills could be paid (Pam pays the bills). She
still managed to keep a small balance in our ministry’s checking account. The CD we have had for nine
years has not been touched and continues to slowly grow. Its value as of February 11, 2013 was $13,376.
Our pension fund for the Coburn’s has had its ups and downs with a balance at the beginning of 2013 of
$205,000 with PAX World. They have $15,000 with the UMC General Board of Pension Fund. Of our
budgeted estimate of giving toward the pension of $10,000 for 2012, we received $6,050 to put into the
Coburn’s IRA ROTH account. We hope to add the remainder of the budgeted amount before the April
deadline.
In making our budget for this year (2013) we had to do some adjustments that unfortunately made it larger
than we wanted. While we cut some expenses, we added to others. The trustees of Whittier First UMC
have generously included the utilities in our rent for a parsonage for Kimball and Pam for 13 years.. With
the economy the way it is, they have had to ask the Ministry to pay for their utilities but will not increase
their $900 a month rent for their home. With the first two months of utilities being $475, we have added
$4750 for the rest of the year.
Kimball wrote ten new songs in 2012 and has introduced some of them to us. We think they are wonderful
gifts of his spirit and faith and need to be heard. We encouraged him to use the tools of modern technology
to get them to the people. With the help of his family a new web site on MAIL CHIMP has been created.
That will also be an outlet for his music to be heard.. His web page (kimballcoburn.org) has been updated.
Blogs are set to go out monthly and those without computers will still receive The Call quarterly in the mail.
It is our joy to be a part of this ministry. Thank you for sharing in its mission with us,
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BUDGET FOR 2013 ~ $88,955
Ministry Expenses
$46,895
Media Expenses
Children’s Ministry Expenses
Office Supplies
Office Help
Newsletter/Postage
Postage
Advertising/Publicity
Telephone/Internet
Travel (Includes gasoline, food,
lodging, automobile insurance,
car repairs, car rental DMV)
Ministry Insurance
Continuing Education
Dues/Subscriptions
Corporate/ Conference Expenses
Social Security Expenses
Pension
Miscellaneous Expenses
Parsonage/Office Rental
*Utilities for Parsonage

`

$ 1500
$ 500
$ 1000
$ 500
$ 3200
$ 800
$ 250
$ 1320

$ 8000
$ 1200
$ 75
$ 250
$ 250
$ 4000
$ 8000
$ 500
$10,800
$ 4750
$ 46,895
Living Expenses
$40,000

Salary for Dr. Coburn
Medical Insurance

$ 30,000
$ 10,000
$ 40.00
Beyond Ourselves
$2000

Approved by the KBC Ministry Board of Directors January 7, 2013

FINANCIALLY SPEAKING 2013
BUDGET FOR 2013
$88,955
Amount Needed To Date:
$ 14,826
Amount Received To Date:
$ 6,000
(March 1, 2013)

CIRCUIT RIDING WITH KIMBALL
March 10, 2013
First UMC ~ Upland, CA
April 14, 2013
Trinity UMC ~ Pomona, CA
May 19, 2013
First UMC ~ Whittier, CA
Pentecost Sunday
May 24-26, 2013
Claremont UMC Family Camp
Wrightwood, CA
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~ COME ON CHURCHES ~
Let’s get going ~ Let’s get growing
Let’s Get Showing

GOD’S ALIVE!

Kimball Coburn Ministry ~ kbcministry@integrity.com ~ kimballcoburn.org ~ 562-464-9904

HOW MAY WE SERVE YOU?

